Torghatten is a sea cave, or more precisely two sea caves which have become a fully open tunnel.
During long periods and from both sides, the waves, frost and salt have eroded the hard granite
rock until the two caves met and became one.
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It is probable that the ocean and waves have been pounding against Torghatten during long periods
over the last 2 to 3 million years, causing cracks to expand into caves and then connecting the two
smaller caves as one large one. Between the glacial periods, the forces of nature calmed down and
affected lower levels of the topography, such as nowadays.
The hole itself is 166 m long, 28–75 m high and 10–28 m wide. As you walk through the hole
towards the strandflat to the southwest, note the pits and the soft shapes on the walls due to salt
weathering.
As you approach the southwest side, the landscape reveals itself in a majestic manner. On a clear
day you might see as far south as Leka. On the southwest side of the hole you can see King Oscar’s
signature in the rock wall, just as King Olav and King Harald have signed the northeast side.
When you return to the north-east end of the hole, you can walk down again to follow the path
to the two of the largest caves in Torghatten. From a distance they look like a large crack in the
mountain. They are called Svarthola 1 and 2 (The Black Hole).
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The Svarthola 2 cave is the longest cave in Torghatten, about 120 meters. However, it has never
broken through the mountain to become a tunnel. Clay found in cracks inside the cave might
indicate it dates back to the time when the area was located in a tropical climate zone more than
300 million years ago, long before the glacial periods began to impact the landscape.
Notice that it requires a bit of a climbing to enter the caves, and that the rock might be wet and
slippery. Any visit is at your own risk, and we recommend helmets and lights.

To the right of Svarthola you can see a pebbly rock scree. This is an ancient shoreline. The first
human settlers came to Torghatten when the sea was at this higher level, about 110 meters above
modern sea level.
Ten to eleven thousand years ago, when the first people arrived, there was a nice bay just here.
It was south-facing and sheltered from wind and sea. In other words, a nice place to settle and
harvest the abundant resources of wild game, fish and sea mammals. Lots of pebbly rocks on
the beach made it simple to build dwellings. The first settler stacked the rocks in circular wall
structures, made roofs of animal skins and wood, and was thus able to attain functional huts.
6&7

There are at least five visible Stone Age settlement sites around Torghatten. These can be found in
the pebbly rock areas and they now look like pits although there would have been rooves above the
pits, similar to huts or tents.
On the northwest side of Lesshatten is Klavin. This was once an ideal settlement for a huntergatherer community as there was easy access to natural harbours. It is though Klavin was inhabited
by humans continuously between 6000 BC and 2000 BC.
There are traces from a number of settlement sites here at elevations of 60 to 75 metres above
sea level.
On the evening of May 6th 1988 there was thick fog in the area and sadly a plane flew into the
western mountainside of Torghatten. All 36 on board perished. The Widerøe flight was on route
from Trondheim and Namsos and the crash occurred during the approach to Brønnøysund.
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The plane was a Dash-7 and was considered one of the safest passenger aeroplanes in use. The
plane crash was the worst Norway had experienced in 16 years. Nearly 700 people attended the
memorial church service at Brønnøy Church on 10th May 1988. A memorial plaque was placed at
the crash site on Torghatten’s western mountainside. It is a place for silence, contemplation and to
set flowers.

